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iemia Konifiska w Rocznikach, czyli kronikach
Zslawnego Krdlestwa Polskiego, Jana Dlugosza,

naszego najwybitniejszego dziejopisa, byla tema-
tem, do ktérego czesto powracal autor. To dzielo, ktore
uznaje si¢ za najwybitniejszq kronike europejskiego Sre-
dniowiecza i zarazem dzielo, ktore oddziela t¢ epoke od
odrodzenia. Roczniki, zwlaszcza jego pierwsza ksiege na-
zwang Chorografia, ktora zawiera dokladny, jak na owe
czasy, opis ziem polskich, rzek, jezior, puszczy itd., mozna
uzna¢ takze za pierwszy polski ,,przewodnik” po ziemiach
Krélestwa Polskiego w dobie najwickszego jego rozkwitu.
To takze obraz pafistwa za panowania Jagiellonéw, ktorzy
tron w Polsce objeli w koficu XIV wieku. Przypomnienie
tej daty, postaci Jana Dtugosza i jego dziela wigza¢ mozna
przede wszystkim z tym, Ze zaden z naszych kronikarzy
nie poswigcil tyle uwagi Koninskiemu, temu niewielkiemu
skrawkowi pafistwa, i roli jego mieszkafcéw w budowa-
niu jagiellonskiej potegi. Nikt tez nie zwrécil uwagi na
mnogos¢ zabytkéw narodowego dziedzictwa kulturo-
wego i pickno tej ziemi. Takie ujecie problematyki i wy-
cksponowanie roli prowincji wielkopolskiej w dwczesnej
Polsce daje nam powéd do dumy. Warto zatem przypo-
mnie¢ te miejsca, ktore tak wyraziscie wpisuja si¢ w nasza
narodows przesztos¢ — w dzieje Ojczyzny.

Podzielone na dwanascie ksiag Roczniki Dlugosz
nasycil informacjami o wydarzeniach, ktére umiejscawia
w okolicy Konina. Te miejsca réwniez owiane zostaly le-
gendami, ktore po stuleciach zebral i spisal Oskar Kol-
berg w wielotomowym dziele Lud. Jego zwyczaje, spo-
sob zycia, mowa... Warto zatem udaé si¢ w t¢ podrdz
w odlegle czasy i bliskie nam przestrzenie geograficzne,
aby spotka¢ bohateréw minionych epok, postacie z daw-
nych legend, w miejsca cudowne i bliskie naszym sercom.
W $wiat wart chocby ulotnych wspomnien. ..

Ta dziwna droga w czasie i przestrzeni rozpoczyna
sic nad Goplem widzianym oczyma syna uczestnika bitwy
rozegranej 15 lipca 1410 1. na grunwaldzkich polach. Ten
syn, Jan Dlugosz, urodzil si¢ dopiero w 1415 1., a wigc
pare lat po bitwie, jednak pamig¢ tamtych wydarzen byta
ciagle zywa. Zmarl w 1480, juz jako biskup przemyski,
cztowiek zastuzony dla panstwa i ceniony dyplomata. To
dzigki niemu dysponujemy opisowym obrazem Ojczyzny.

Goplo w opisie Dtugosza to jedno z najwigkszych
jezior Polski. Stad wyplywala Goplenica, uchodzaca do
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ne §lady. Przekopanym korytem Goplenicy plynie kanal
Warta—Goplo. Dlugosz wspomina o drugim, nie mniej
uroczym cieku wodnym — Koprzywnicy, ktorej zrodla
znajduja si¢ pod Dziadowicami koto Tuliszkowa. Na Ko-
przywnicy — jak zwie ja Dlugosz — zwanej obecnie Powa,
aw XIX w. jeszcze Pokrzywnica, usytuowane byly liczne
mlyny, m.in. Niklas, a takze znany naszemu kronikarzowi
mlyn Pokrzywnica (obecnie Posoka). Dziejopis wspo-
mnial tez o Bialej wyplywajacej ze Zrodet kolo Zbierska
i majacej ujscie do Warty w poblizu Kopojna. W opisie
geogtaficznym Polski umie- T
$cit takze pare zdad o No- e . i
teci, bioracej poczatek koto
miasteczka Note¢ (obecnie

No¢ koto Slesina).
Tak dokladne opisy
Ziemi Konifiskiej w Rocz- w*

nikach sa $wiadectwem
potwierdzajacym jego po-
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byt na tych terenach w cza- = A 1 :
sach woj letnic] I
jny trzynastoletniej
(1454-1466), kiedy Dlugosz Konin. Fara $. Barttontiga— prelom

prowadzil ozywiona dzia- XIViXV .

lalnos¢ dyplomatyczna,
Umilowanie Ojczyzny, wyraznie emanujace w czasie
lektury tej najcenniejszej kroniki $redniowiecznej Europy,
to wielki szacunek nie tylko dla dokonafi bohateréw
dziela — wybitnych Polakéw, Litwindw, to takze po- =
dziw dla znamienitych zabytkéw architektury. Oczom
kronikarza nie umknely wspaniale widoki romar-
skich koscioléw w Kazimierzu Biskupim (miejscu
kultu Pigciu Braci) 1 Starym Koninie, ktérych budo-
we przypisal Piotrowi Duniczykowi sive Duninowi,
ktérego nazywa réwniez Piotrem Magnusem.
Dlugosz nie pominat konifiskiego stupa l
drogowego, ktoremu poswiecit pare zdan
oraz przytoczyl zdobiaca go
inskrypcje, wspominajaca, ze

o
Konin. Stup Drogowy
g inskrypga 3 1151 r.
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Herb Orzet Biaty. Prezbiterium

kostiata parafialnego w Gostawicach posadowiono go w polowie drogi

pomiedzy Kaliszem a Kruszwica.
Fundacje tego unikalnego w Europie za-
bytku takze przypisal komesowi Piotrowi
Duninowi. Stup drogowy (zwany obecnie
Stupem Koniskim) niegdys znajdowat
si¢ na cmentarzu kosciola parafialnego
w Koninie.

Wraz z przejsciem do opisu wyda-
rzefi blizszych czasom wspélczesnym
Dlugosza, narracja Rocznikéw nasyca
si¢ informacjami o ludziach, kt6rzy staja
si¢ bohaterami wojen, bitew, traktatow
miedzynarodowych, dyplomatycznych
misji. Kronikarz dostrzega w nich fun-
datoréw koscioléw, wybitnych uczo-
EUORRT P bickupa Mikokaia nych — profesoréw Uniwersytetu
Koscid? parafialny w Gostawicach KIakOWSkiegQ W tym ﬁcznym

gronie zashuzonych dla padstwa
polskiego pojawiaja si¢ ludzie osiadli na terenie dawnego
powiatu konifiskiego lub w miejscowosciach polozonych
niedaleko jego stolicy, czyli w granicach sasiednich powia-
téw: gnieznienskiego, kaliskiego, pyzdrskiego, kruszwic-
kiego, radziejowskiego, feczyckiego i innych.

W kregu ludzi oddanych sprawom pafstwa, wier-
nych stug Wtadystawa Jagietly i jego syna — Kazimierza
Jagielloficzyka, wymienia Piotra Wysza z Radoliny, po-

chodzacego ze znanego rodu rycerskiego, pieczetujacego
si¢ herbem Leszczyc. To on utorowal droge do wielkiej
kariery swoim bliskim krewnym i powinowatym. Sam dal
si¢ poznac jako biskup krakowski (do 1412 t.), nastepnie
poznafiski (zm. 1414 r.), kt6ry przyczynit si¢ od odnowy
Uniwersytetu Krakowskiego w 1400 r. i przez kilka lat
byl jego kanclerzem. Spowi-
nowacony z Zawisza Czarnym
z Garbowa, znanym w euro-
pejskim  kregu  kulturowym
rycerzem, sam przez wiele lat
obracal si¢ w gronie wybit-
nych postaci mediewalnego
zycia politycznego, religijnego,
intelektualnego. Diuzszy czas
przebywal w Pradze, gdzie
byl zwiazany z Uniwersytetem

Gostawice (Konin) — zamek w3niesiony
staraniem Andrzeja Yaskarza 3 Gostawi,
rogbudowywany przeg Jana 3 Lichenia

Karola. W poczatkach XV w.
rezydowal m.in. w Padwie,
gdzie dal si¢ pozna¢ jako
rektor ultramotandw, czyli
studentéw  pochodzacych
,»Spoza gor”.

W jego kregu znalazt sig
Andrzej Yaskarz z Gostawic,
pozniejszy biskup poznariski
(1414-14206), ktéry w 1402 .

sytecie w Padwie. Jego promo-
torem byt wlasnie Piotr Wysz.

Dlugosz, wzmiankujac o $mierci biskupa Andrzeja
Laskarza w 1426 r., nie omieszkal wspomnie¢ o zamku,
ktéry odziedziczyl po ojcu i gdzie pézniej zmatl. Przypa-
dajaca w 2012 1. 650. rocznica urodzin Andrzeja Laskarza
i zblizajace si¢ 600-lecie jego sakry biskupiej (2014 t.), to
wazne wydarzenia przypominajace czlowieka europejskie-
go formatu. Z tego powodu warto odwiedzi¢ polozony
nad jeziorem pigkny zamek w Koninie-Gostawicach, kt6-
ry uwazany jest za jedna z najstarszych budowli obronnych
dostosowanych do obrony artyleryjskiej (basteje). Nicopo-
dal zamku wznosi si¢ koscié! parafialny pod wezwaniem
sw. Andrzeja Apostola, Benedykta i Najswictszej Marii
Panny, uznawany za unikalng budowle gotyku europej-
skiego. Oktogon krzyzowy z gwiazdzistym sklepieniem,
wspartym na centralnej kolumnie tej §wiatyni wraz z boga-
ta dekoracja heraldyczna, jest umieszczony na wspornikach
sklepienia zebrowego. Badacze tego obiektu dopatruja si¢
w nim repliki kosciota SWi(;tego Ducha w Konstancji,
gdzie Laskarz przebywal w latach 1414-1418 na Soborze
Powszechnym lub ko$ciota Najswietszej Marii Panny na
Trawniczku w Pradze. Ten pickny — pod wzgledem es-
tetycznym — obiekt architektoniczny stal si¢ wzorem dla
kosciola w Miszewie Murowanym kolo Plocka, gdzie
dziedzicami byli bliscy krewni
Godziembéw z Lichenia oraz
Gostawic.

Gostawice to jedna z nie- §
licznych wsi na ziemiach pol-
skich, gdzie przetrwaly ele-
menty dawnego zalozenia re-
zydencjonalnego: zamek wraz

Wirzaca Wielka, kamienica —
dwor obronny na kopen 3 X17 .

Gostawice. Kosciol parafialny sw. NMP,
obronil doktorat na Uniwetr- % Andrzga Apostola i sw. Benedykta,
Jeden 3 najeenniejsgych abytkow polskie
architektury gotyckie




z kosciolem. Kolejnym przyktadem wsi rezydencjonalnej
jest Wrzaca Wielka koto Kola, w ktdrej zachowaly si¢ ruiny
murowanej kamienicy (dworu obronnego), otoczonej fosa,

Nieopodal, poza granicami powiatu koniniskiego, we
wsi Borystawice (powiat feczycki) swoja obronna rezy-
dencje wzniost Wojciech Jastrzebiec, biskup poznariski
do 1412 1., nastepnie krakowski i w koficu arcybiskup
gnieznienski (zm. 1436 r.).

Bohaterami przedostatniej ksiegi Rocznikéw, obejmu-
jacejlata 1445-1461, sa wybitni urzednicy ziemscy i central-
ni Krélestwa Polskiego. W zapiskach dotyczacych 1445 1.
Dlugosz wymienia Jana z Lichenia, ktéry byl jednym
z postéw do przebywajacego na Litwie Kazimierza Jagiel-
loficzyka, krolewicza i zarazem wielkiego ksigcia. To on
wraz z Wincentym Kotem, arcybiskupem gnieznieniskim,
wojewodami: Janem z Teczyna — krakowskim, Y.ukaszem
z Gorki — poznafiskim, Piotrem ze Sprowy — lwowskim
oraz kanclerzem Kroélestwa, Janem z Koniecpola — mieli
sktoni¢ go do koronacji na whadeg polskiego.
Wymieniony w tym gronie arcybiskup Wincenty —
znany takze jako podkanclerzy Krole-
stwa Polskiego w latach 1434-1436 i wy-
chowawca synéw Wladystawa Jagietty —
byt blisko zwiazany z Ziemia Koniriska,
bowiem jego rodzina posiadata tu dobra
ziemskie polozone na pétnocny zachéd
od Konina. Takze kanclerz Koniecpol-
ski, poprzez koligacje rodzinne, mial
zwigzki z Tuliszkowem, miasteczkiem
niegdys$ lezacym w administracyjnych
granicach powiatu. Wincenty byl po-
wiazany z Janem Kotem z Debna, kasz-
telanem ledzkim, ktory w 1454 1. zostal
smiertelnie ranny w bitwie pod Chojni-
cami, a nastepnie pochowany w kosciele
$w. Jakuba Apostola w Toruniu.

W tym samym czasie w kregu polskiej dyplomaciji po-
jawia si¢ Mikotlaj z Warzymowa z rodu Pomianow.

Na kartach dlugoszowej kroniki pojawia si¢ rowniez
Marcin ze Stawska, wojewoda kaliski, znany jako jeden
z dowddcéw choragwi w bitwie pod Grunwaldem.

W drugiej polowie XV stulecia na jedna z najbardziej
eksponowanych godnosci w pafistwie Kazimierza Jagiel-
loficzyka awansowal, zmarly w 1471 1., Wojciech z Zy-

Jan Kot, kasgtelan ledzk:,
polegty w bitwie pod
Chojnicami w 1454 r.

Stawsk. Koscio! parafialny. Stawsk. Patac w S tawskn
Unikalna chrzcielnica kami posadowiony na reliktach
3 ryezba brzemiennej kobiety dawnego dworn

chlina pod Koninem, krélewski podkanclerzy od 1464 r.
az do $mierci.

Obok ludzi tak wybitnych, niejednokrotnie europej-
skiego formatu (Andrzej Laskarz, Piotr Wysz z Radoli-
ny), w dziele kanonika krakowskiego pojawiaja si¢ osoby
proste, mniej utytulowane. Czytelnika zapewne zaciekawi
posta¢ Macieja Gnera, celnika konifiskiego, wspomniane-
go w Rocznikach pod 1422 1., ktéry nie spetnit Zyczenia
ubogiego podréznego, zmarlego w Koninie wskutek cho-
roby. Zyczeniem bylo spalenie jego szat. Zastanowilo to
Macieja Gnera, ktory nakazal doktadne ich przeszukanie.
W trakcie rewizji znaleziono ukryte dokumenty szpie-
gowskie, ktore natychmiast przekazano Zbigniewowi
Olesnickiemu, sekretarzowi krolewskiemu i pézniejsze-
mu biskupowi krakowskiemu.

Szczegolny okres to lata wielkiej wojny z zakonem
krzyzackim, ktére Dlugosz opisuje pieczolowicie, przy-
wiazujac wielka wage i podkreslajac zastugi ludzi z Konif-
skiego. To przede wszystkim dwaj wiclcy przedstawiciele
polskiej elity urzedniczej, dzielni rycerze spod Grunwaldu
— Marcin ze Stawska z rodu Zarembow oraz Janusz z Tu-
liszkowa, przedstawiciel ~znanej
rodziny pieczetujacej si¢ herbem
Dryja. To oni wraz z tysigcami
bezimiennych bohateréw wojny
1409-1411 wzruszyli potege Za-
konu Szpitala Najswietszej Marii
Panny Domu Niemieckiego w Je-
rozolimie, ktorego droga dyploma-
tyczna nie mozna bylo zmusi¢ do
zados§cuczynienia krzywdom wy-
rzadzonym Krolestwu Polskiemu
w XIV i poczatkach XV stulecia. g 4

rafialny. Gniazdo rodowe rodziny

Z thO. dyplomatycznego krcgu hberbu Pomian, ktdrej predstawi-
- po blisko 600. latach — Wypada ciele naleseli do grona wybitnych
przypomnie¢ Andrzeja Y.askarza urzednikdw kujawskich

Wargymowo. Dawny koscidt pa-



z Goslawic, biskupa poznanskiego (od 1414 1.), Wojciecha
Jastrzebea, arcybiskupa gnieznieniskiego (zm. 1436 1.), ktorzy
wraz ze wspomnianym Januszem z Tuliszkowa byli gléwny-
mi wykonawcami politycznych projektow krola Wiadysta-
wa Jagielly. To u nich szlify zdobywalo kolejne pokolenie
polskich dyplomatéw: Jan z Lichenia, bratanck biskupa
Andrzeja Yaskarza i Mikolaj z Warzymowa (k. Skulska).

Roczniki Jana Dlugosza byly jednym z cenniejszych
dziel, cieszacym si¢ poczytnoscia wsrdd szlachty. Rodzina
Sierakowskich z Boguslawic, polozonych na pograniczu
wielkopolsko-kujawskim, rodu pieczetujacego si¢ her-
bem Ogonczyk, w swojej bibliotece posiadala to znamie-
nite dzielo kanonika krakowskiego. Ocalale dwa tomy,
obejmujace lata 1415-1480, obecnie przechowywane
w zbiorach Biblioteki Ko6rnickiej PAN, w koficu XVIina
poczatku XVII stulecia byly wlasnoscia Jana Sierakow-
skiego, wojewody leczyckiego, nastepnie Samuela, prepo-
zyta 1 infulata klasztoru panien norbertanek w Strzelnie,
a w koricu Stanistawa, opata benedyktynow na Swietym
Krzyzu pod Kielcami w Gérach Swigtokrzyskich.

Podré6z po Ziemi Koniriskiej z przewodnikiem tej klasy
co Jan Dlugosz, to okazja do poznania tego co w kulturo-
wym krajobrazie pozostalo od czaséw naszego kronikarza.
To podréz sladami wybitnych postaci, znanych dyplomatéw
i pracownikéw krolewskiej kancelarii, ktorzy kreowali pol-
ska polityke zagraniczna. To wyprawa w przeszlosé, do ktd-
rej wiedzie lektura wspanialego dzieta Dlugosza. Ta podrdz
ukazuje nam dawne zamki, bedace rodowymi siedzibami
wybitnych urzednikéw — zaliczanych do grona polskiej elity
politycznej XIV i XV w; takze dwo-
ty, ktére dzi§ sa juz ruing, romarnskie
$wiatynie, przedziwne nagrobne plyty.
To $wiadectwo obecnosci Koniriskiego
i jego spoleczefistwa w dziejach pol-
skiej pafistwowosci. Jest to tylko
jeden aspekt postrzegania naszej
narodowej przeszlosci. Nieba-
wem przyjdzie nam wyruszy¢

w dluga podréz po Polsce,
po Europie, by tam szuka¢
sladéw naszej obecnosci —
naszych przodkéw, ktorzy
zaistnieli jako obywatele $re-
dniowiecznej Europy.

Skaulsk — micjscowos¢ legendami
wiqana 3, cxasami panowania
Bolestawa Chrobrego

PIAST DYNASTY ROUTE -

JAGIELLONIAN DYNASTY ROUTE

Following the traces of Jan Diugosz on Konin
land...

The land of Konin was a topic frequently recurring in
The Annals of the famous Polish Kingdom written by Jan
Dtugosz, the most eminent writer describing our history.
His Annals are a work of art considered to be the most no-
table chronicle in the medieval Europe and by the same a
work separating this epoch from the Renaissance. The An-
nals — and in particular his first book entitled Chrography,
containing detailed, for the time of its origin, description
of Polish lands, rivers, lakes, forests, etc., can be considered
as the first Polish “guide” depicting the lands of the Polish
Kingdom at the time of its most considerable thrive. It is
also the image of the state under the reign of the Jagiel-
lonian dynasty, which took the throne in Poland at the end
of the 14th century. Bearing this date in mind, the person
of Jan Dlugosz and his masterpiece may be most of all re-
lated with the fact that he is the only one of our chronicle
writers who devoted so much attention to land of Konin,
to this small fragment of the state and to the role of its
inhabitants in creating the Jagiellonian power. No one else
focused on the multitude of national heritage monuments
and the true beauty of this land. Such perception of the
issue and exposing the role of the Greater Poland prov-
ince in the state of the Jagiellonian dynasty is something
we can certainly be proud of. Hence, it is worth reminding
all these places that are such clear and distinct elements of
our national heritage — the history of our motherland.

Divided into twelve books, Annals by Dlugosz are
filled with information on events located in the area
around Konin. These places have also been described in
legends, which were centuries later collected and written
down by Oskar Kolberg in his work containing several
volumes and entitled The People. Habits, way of life, lan-
guage. That is why it is definitely worth to take the journey
in these old times and neighbouring geographical areas, to
meet the main characters of past centuries, heroes from
old legends, and to see wonderful places, so close to our
hearts. Enter the world worth even faint memories...

This strange route in time and space begins by Gopto
Lake seen with the eyes of an annalist, son of John, par-




t1c1pant of a battle that took place on 15 July 1410 at the

fields of Grunwald. This son was born only in 1415, so
few years after the battle, but memoties of these events
was still alive at that time. He died in 1480, as a bishop
of Przemysl, a man of many merits for the state and re-
spected diplomat. Due to his effort we can now enjoy the
descriptive image of our fatherland.

According to Dlugosz Goplo was one of the big-
gest lakes in Poland. Goplenica River had its origin in this
lake and then it passed into Warta River near Morzystaw.
Yet there are no traces of the above. The Warta River
— Goplo Lake canal runs through the dug Goplenica
riverbed. Dlugosz also mentions another one, equally
beautiful watercourse, namely Koprzywnica, which has
its origins in Dziadowice near Tuliszkéw. Thetre were nu-
merous mills located along Koprzywnica, as it is called by
Dlugosz, although now it is known as Powa, and in the
19th century it was named Pokrzywnica, among others
mill Niklas, next to Pokrzywnica (currently Posoka) mill
known to our annalist. The author also mentioned Biala
flowing from springs near Zbiersk and joining Warta river
near Kopojno. In his geographical desctiption of Poland
he also included few sentences on Noteé, having its origin
near the town of Note¢ (currently No¢ near Slesin).

Such a detailed description concerning the land of
Konin in the Annals stand as an example confirming
his stay within this area during the thirteen years war
(1454-1466), when Dlugosz conducted a spirited diplo-
matic activity.

Love for his fatherland, cleatly emanating during the
lecture of this most valuable chronicle of medieval Eu-
rope, reveals great respect not only for the achievements
of the people desctibed in his volume — famous Poles and
Lithuanians, but also admiration for magnificent monu-
ments of architecture. The eyes of the annalist did not
miss the splendid views of Roman churches in Kazimierz
Biskupi, place of Five Brothers’ cult, Stary Konin, the
construction of which he attributed to Peter the Dane

sive Dunin, whom he also calls
Peter Magnus.

Dlugosz did not omit the
Konin road post and he wrote
several words on the above, as
well as he quoted the inscrip-
tion ornamented on the pole,
mentioning that it was situated
in the middle of the road be-
tween Kalisz and Kruszwica.

to Peter Dunin. The Road Post (currently referred to as
Konin Road Post) was once located on the cemetery of
the parish church in Konin.

As Dlugosz passed on to the description of events clos-
et to his contemporary times, the narrative of the Annals
is filled with information devoted to people, who become
main characters duting wars, battler, international treaties
and diplomatic missions. Among all the people the annal-
ist sees church founders, respected scholars — professors
of the University of Krakow. This vast group of persons
meritotious for the Polish state includes people living in the
former Konin poviat or in cities located close to its capital,
ot even towns located in neighbouring poviats: Gniezno,
Kalisz, Pyzdry, Kruszwica, Radziejow, Leczyca and others.

Among the people devoted to the matters of the
state, faithful followers of Wiadystaw II Jagiellon and his
son Casimir IV Jagiellon, he mentions Piotr Wysz from
Radolina, from a famous knightly family, bearing a stamp
of Leszczyc coat of arms. He enabled magnificent car-
tiers for his family and relatives. He was the bishop of
Krakow (until 1412), then the bishop of Poznan (until
1414), and he was famous for ]
restoring the University of Kra-
kow in 1400. What is more, for
several years he was the chan-
cellor of this university. Since
he was a relative of Zawisza
Czarny from Garbow, a well- ¥
known knight in the European §
cultural circle, form many years *
he had the chance to meet the

[ 8
Konin. Road post with in-
scription dating back to 1151

. ] Kagimierg Biskupi — place of
He also attributed the erection worship devoted to Five Brothers

of this monument, unique as of Martyrdom, described by Jan
far as Europe is concerned, Diugosz,
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"- most important persons of

the European political, reli-
gious and intellectual life. He
stayed in Prague for many
years, where he was connect-
ed with the University of
Gostawice (Konin) — castle erected as Chatles IV. At the beginning
a result of an effort made by Andrzej of the 15th century he vis-
Laskary from Gostawice, expanded by jted Padua, where he became
e et famous for being a tector of
ultramotans, namely students coming from
“outside the mountainous area”.

Andrzej Laskarz from Gostawice, future
bishop of Poznan (1414-1426), who defend-
ed his doctoral thesis in 1402 on University
of Padua was also enumerated among the
members of his circle. Actually, it was Piotr
Coat of arms of QOueen Anna Wysz who was his promoter.
Cylejska. Parish church in Gostawice When DhlgOSZ wrote

about the death of bishop
Andrzej Laskarz in 1426, he did not forget to mention
the castle that he inherited after his father and the place
whete he died. The 650th anniversary of Andrzej Laskarz
birth falling in 2012 and the close 600th anniversary of
his consecration (2014) are important events commemo-
rating a man of a European format. Maybe because of
the above it would be worth visiting the beautiful castle
in Konin-Gostawice, situated by the lake, as this fortress
is considered to be one of the oldest defensive facilities
adjusted for artillery defence (bastions). Close to the cas-
tle, there is a Holy Virgin Mary, Saint Andrew the Apostle
and Saint Benedict parish church, perceived as the unique
construction of European Gothic (cross erected on the
plan of octagon with vault supported by a central column
with rich heraldic ornamentation placed on corbels of
vault’s ribbing). Researchers studying this object perceive
it as a replica of the Holy Spirit church in Constance,
where Laskarz dwelled between 1414 and 1418 during the
Ecumenical Council or the Holy Virgin Mary Church in
Prague. This beautiful — as far as aesthetics is taken into
consideration — architectural facility became an example
for church in Miszewo Murowane near Plock, where
landlords were close relative of Godziemba family from
Lichen and Goslawice.

Goslawice is one of very few villages in Poland,
where we can still se preserved elements of the old resi-
dential facilities: castle with a church. Wrzaca Wielka near
Kolo stands as another example of residential village, as
it has ruins of bricked tenement house (defensive manor),
surrounded with a fosse.

Wojciech Jastrzebiec, bishop of Poznan until 1412,
and then bishop of Krakow, and finally archbishop of
Gniezno (died in 1436), erected his defensive residence
just outside the limits of Konin poviat, in Borystawice
village (L.gczyca poviat).

The last but one book of the Annals, covering the
petiod between 1445 and 1461, is devoted to the most
prominent land and central officials of the Polish King-
dom. In the year 1445 the annalist mentions Jan from
Licheti, who was one of the envoys to the prince and at
the same time the Great Duke Casimir IV Jagiellon, resid-
ing in Lithuania. Together with Wincenty Kot, archbishop
of Gniezno, and governors: Jan from Teczyn — Krakow;
Lukasz from Goérka — Poznat; Piotr from Sprowa — Lvov
and chancellor of the Kingdom — Jan from Koniecpol,
were supposed to encourage him to put on the crown and
become the king of Poland.

Archbishop Wincenty, mentioned in the above frag-
ment, also known as deputy chancellor of the Polish King-
dom between 1434 and 1436 and tutor of Wladyslaw Jag-
iellon’s sons, was closely connected with the land of Konin,
as his family owned lands located north-west from Konin.
Chancellor from Koniecpol was also related with Tulisz-
kéw, a small city once located within the administrative
limits of the poviat, through his family relations. Wincenty
was related with Jan Kot from Debno, chancellor of Lad,
who was deadly wounded in
1454 in the battle of Chojnice,
and then buried in Saint Jacob
the Apostle church in Torua.

At the same time Mikolaj
from Warzymowo, from Po-
mian family, appears within
the circle of Polish diplomacy.

Pages of the chronicle
written bY DhlgOSZ also men- Wargymowo. Former parish church.
tion Marcin from Stawsk, gov- Family nest of Pomian coat of arms

ernor of Kalisz, known as one Jamily, and representatives of this fa-
mily were enumerated among eminent

Kunyavian officials



Jan Kot, castellan of 1qd,
died during the battle of
Chajnice in 1454

of the creators of ensign during the battle of Grunwald.

In the second half of the 15th century Wojciech
from Zychlin near Konin was promoted to be one of the
most important personas in the state ruled by Casimir IV
Jagiellon, as he was the deputy chancellor from 1464 until
his death in 1471.

Apart from people of such incredible prominence,
quite often famous all around Europe (Andrzej Laskarz,
Piotr Wysz from Radolina), the masterpiece by the canon
from Krakow also described simple people, holding defi-
nitely less or simply titles. The reader shall certainly be in-
terested in the person of Maciej Gnet, a customs officer in
Konin, mentioned in the Annals under the year 1422, who
did not fulfil the wish by a poor travellet, who died in Konin
as a result of a disease. The traveller wanted his clothes to
be burned. This wish made Maciej Gner think and he or-
dered a detailed search of the above-mentioned garments.
Duting the revision he found hidden spy documents, which
were immediately handed to Zbigniew Olesnicki, secretary
of the crown and future bishop of Krakow.

The period of war with the Teutonic Order consti-
tute a special time in our history. Dlugosz describe this
petiod of time in great detail, paying
particular attention to merits of all
people from the lands around Kon-
in. This mainly concerns two great
representatives of the Polish clerical
elite, famous knights from the field
of Grunwald — Marcin from Stawsk,
wearing Zaremba coat of arms, and
Janusz from Tuliszkéw, represent-
ing the famous family of Dryja coat
of arms. They were the ones, who
together with thousands of name-
less heroes of the war between 1409
and 1411, have shaken the power of
Order of Brothers of the German
House of Saint Mary in Jerusalem, as it was impossible
to make the order remedy the damages done to the Polish
Crown in 14th and at the beginning of the 15th century
by means of a diplomatic actions. What concerns this
diplomatic citcle — after almost 600 years — it is worth
mentioning Andrzej Laskarz from Goslawice, bishop of
Poznaf (since 1414), Wojciech Jastrzebiec, archbishop of

Gniezno (died in 1436), who together with the above-
mentioned Janusz from Tuliszkéw were the main execu-
tors of political projects elaborated by the ling Casimir IV
Jagiellon. They were the tutors for the next generation of
Polish diplomats: Jan from Lichen, nephew of bishop An-
drzej Laskarz, Mikolaj from Warzymowo (near Skulsk).

The Annals by Jan Dlugosz were one of the most
valuable pieces of art, and they were extremely popular
among gentry. Sierakowski family from Bogustawice,
located on the border of Greater Poland and Kuyavian
regions, family with Ogonczyk coat of arms, had this
magnificent volume written by the canon from Krakow
in its library. The two preserved volumes, covering the
years between 1415 and 1480 are being currently stored
in PAN /Polish Academy of Sciences/ Kornicka Library,
and at the end of the 16th century and at the beginning
of the 17th century they were owned by Jan Sierakowski,
governor of Yeczyca, and then by Samuel, the provost
and mitrate of Notbentine Sisters monastery in Strzelno,
and finally by Stanistaw, abbot of the Benedictine mon-
astery on the Holy Cross near Kielce in Swietokrzyskie
Mountains.

Visiting the lands around Konin with such an emi-
nent guide as Jan Dlugosz is a chance to learn about all
that remained in our cultural landscape since the time
of our annalist. This is a journey following the traces
of famous characters, who created Polish foreign policy,
such as well-known diplomats and employees working in
the chancery of the crown. It is a journey into the past,
guided by the lecture of the magnificent opus written by
Jan Dhugosz. This voyage allows us to see old castles, be-
ing family residences of prominent officials — enumer-
ated among the Polish political elite of the 14th and 15th
century; as well as manors that are now unfortunately ru-
ined, Romance churches, and cutrious tombstones. This
is a testimony proving the presence of Konin province
and its inhabitants in the history of the Polish state-
hood. This is just one of many aspects related with
petceiving our national past. Soon we will set out
for a long journey across Poland and across Eu-
rope in order to search for the traces of our
presence — our ancestors, who were known as
citizens of the medieval Europe.

Skulsk — town related in
legends with the reign of
Bolestaw I Chrobry
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